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GR.»\-\’E PROBLEMS FORCED ON MR, WILSON BY ARABIC,

The sinking of the Arabic, which had twenty-five Am-
ericans ns passengers, logically and diplomatically brings the
United States so near the point of severing official relations
with Germany, if not actual war, that the problem is degerv.
ing of the most eareful handling by all concerned.

Those who have followed the digcussion of our relations
with Germany in these columns know President Wilson, in
our estimation, made a diplomatic mistake in not taking Ger-
many at its word, when it said it desired to congerve Ameri-
can life, leaving that country to bear the burden of deter-
mining how to save American lives instead of attempting to
lay down rules for that purpose and insisting that Germany
should live up to them in its conduct of the war against the
allies. :

Az long ago as last February President Wilson warned
the German government that no effort would be spared to
hold that country responsible for encroachment on Ameri-
can rights of life and property, and nothing said in the suc-
cession of notes since sent to Berlin, following successive
repetitions of offenses, has in reality added to the force of
that utterance. On the contrary, repetition of threats not
carried out has, as every parent knows and as every child
comes to know, a weakening effect. Every new note sent to
Berlin weakened those that preceded it, for it was in effect
a notice that we did not intend to carry out any threat as re-
gards the exacting of a penalty. That much must be plain
to every student of the situation.

Moreover, if after the sinking of thelusitania, follow-
ing repeated warnings from this nation, President Wilson had
either promptly broken diplomatic relations or called a con-
ference of the neutral powers to deal with the situation in-
stead of trving to act for the entire neutral world, we would
not be in our present predicament.

As it was, the President’s note of July 21 laid down the
principle that, “the character and cargo of a merchantman
must first be ascertained before she can lawfully be seizod
or destroyed, and that the lives of non-combatants may in
no case be put in jeopardy unless the vessel resists or seels
to escape after being summoned to submit to an examina-
tion.

That demand threw the mantle of protection over vvery
British ship engaged in transporting goods and commoditics
of whatever character, no matter if the craft in question wa:
engaged in transporting guns and ammunition to the British
army.

Let us for a moment eonsider that point. The Avubic
is known to have been one of the most suecessful of transports
of war supplies and contraband of war engaged in the serv-
ice between American and British ports.  She had just car-
ried an immense carge of war implements abroad and was
returning for another cargo. Her commander had hoasted
that nn submarine could cateh his eraft, and his crew had
been diilled in firing weapons at raft imitating a sulima-
rine asx well as aiveraft. How could the head of a nentral
power reasonably expect to issue a demand for protection (or
his own citizens that would cover a eraft like that?

We have done that, however, and now we must face the
consequences,  The concluding paragraph of the note of July
21 distinetly stated that, “Repetition by the commanders of
German naval vessels of acts in eomtravention of those rights,
must be regarded by the government of the United Sintes
as deliberately unfriendly.”

No- matter whether American lives were destroyed by
the sinking of the Arabic or‘not, the commander of a Gorman
vessel has repeated the acts named in contravention o’ Am-
erican rights, and consistently the President can not do other-
wise than treat the act of the Germans in sinking a liritish
boat having Americans on board. no matter how muny or
how few, as “deliberately unfriendly.”

The Americans on board the Arabic were evilontly
“placed in jeopardy" within the meaning of President Wil-
son's last note to Germany, and if any of their lives were
sacrificed, by s0 much the more must President Wilian act.
His only alternative is to erawl, and the successful diplomat
does not readily allow himself to be put in that position.

Under these circumstances President Wilson docs well
to announce his intention to await official details befure de-
ciding on the course he will adopt. If he were to live up to
the letter of his warning to Germany, he would be forced to
take a still further plunge that would leave the situation en-
tirely in the hands of Germany, The most the I'resident
could do would be to declare war. The least he could do un-
der the circumstances in the light of his note would be to
hand Ambassador Von Bernstorfl his passports. thus sever-
ing diplomatic relations with Germany.

But President Wilson would not be justified in plunging
the American nation into Wwar merely to cover his own mis-
takes in the field of diplomacy. If the President were to
sever diplomatic relations with Germany as a penalty he
would probably be playing directly into the hands of the
Kaiser. Ordinarily under present circumstances the sever-
ing of diplomatic relations would be interpreted :s n pre-
liminary to war. In the present situation the Kaiser would
have three courses open. He could ignore our act in send-
ing his diplomatic representative home: he could treat it as
the beginning of actual war. or he could do neither for the
present but issue a menacing statement. The effect of the
last named step would be toforce the American people to
adopt measures at once for their defense and order the fae-
tories now making munitions of war for the allics to turn
their product over to the United States government for self-
defence and thus weaken the allies, if not assure the Kaiser's
ultimate vietory. Significantly enough now as 1 the case
of France in 1870, and as has been attempted in recent cases,
Germany would have forced another power to assume re-
sponsibility for an actual deeclaration of war or its equivalent,

It will be noted that so far as humane considerations are
concerned Germany has no defense whatever. But war it-
self is not humane The rights of belligerents lave become
principally that of might makes right, as w ¢ rvepeated-
lv shown in these eolumns. What is contii | to-day is
not contraband to-morrow and vice versa, and ~u with bel-
ligerent rights,.

Prosident Wilson now faces a situation familiar pre-
vious to most wars. He has conducted negotiations up to a
point where he must either back down or run the risk of prob-
able war with the idea that Germany will back down, There
is no reason to suppose the severing of diplomutic relations
with Germany would prevent the Germans from the further
ginking of PBritish boats carrying war supplies as well as
American passengers, but it may be the least we can de now
particularly if American lives have been lost.

The problem facing President Wilson is not a light one,
especially as it may involve the future welfare of every one
of us, if not our very lives, and it would not be strange if he
ghould decide to call a special gession of Congress to take
the situation in hand. Whatever the official report may
show, the situation is of the gravest character, and it will
tax the administration to the utmost to solve it without a
break with Germany.
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